“I’M GOING HOME”
6705 Union Highway
Pacolet SC 29372
864 489 3559 * 864 580 0639
Thank you! Without our adopters, none of what
we do would be possible. This is your “go
home” sheet. It contains information on what
your new companion’s life has been like while at
Dreamweaver Farms.
Feeding Schedule – Your new companion has
been eating twice per day. We serve their
meals between 8 am and 9 am and between 6
pm and 7 pm. Kibble type: mix of many
different kinds of donated food – we use many
varieties of hard food (kibble). If you ask we can
tell your what our base food is at the moment.
Amount: for most very small dogs we feed about
½ cup per meal, for medium dogs about 1 cup
per meal and for large dogs about 2 cups per
meal. We add a small amount of water to the
kibble and offer canned (1 small piece or
teaspoon) as a treat on top. The canned we use
the most is Pedigree. You will be given
approximately 3 days of dry dog food.
We highly recommend that you consider a grain
free food. Natural Balance, Blue and Bil Jac are
three excellent choices. A good way to have
high quality dog food in your dog’s life is to set
up an autoship program through chewy.com.
Tell them we sent you.
To change foods, do so gradually. Use a 10%
switch daily for 10 days. In other words, on day
one feed 90% what we are feeding and 10% of
what you would like to feed. On day two, feed
20% of what you would like to feed and 80% of
what we feed. Continue this change for 10 days
until you companion is on the food you prefer to
feed. Switching foods too quickly causes upset
stomachs.

We highly recommend that you supplement your
pet’s food. Dry kibble forever is boring.
Remember to use only high quality foods such
as you would eat. Dogs are highly allergic to
grapes, raisins and chocolate, onions and
avocados and low calorie sweeteners. Never
give your pet these foods. Foods they enjoy
include low fat, plain or vanilla yogurt, peanut
butter, and almost any kind of cheese, chicken,
rice, gravy and broth. Please remember to keep
your new companion’s ratio of treats in the same
ratio that you would eat. For instance, a 10 lb
toy poodle will thrive with ½ teaspoon of yogurt
or ½ tablespoon of peanut butter. Any more
would make for an unhappy and overweight
poodle!
De-worming/heartworm protocol – Dreamweaver
Farms is a multiple dog/free range environment.
This means the dogs have access to each other
and share the same play yard. Just as a cold
will go through a day care center or school, in
our home the dogs unfortunately can share a
few germs, too. Intestinal parasites are our
enemies and we de-worm regularly. However,
we recommend that within 2 weeks you have a
routine fecal check done by your vet just in case.
Please let your vet know this is what we do here
- the first week of each month we deworm the
entire kennel. We mix our own “heartguard” by
using :
Ivermectin (1 mL per 10 lbs)
Pyrantal pomoate (1 mL per 10 lbs)
We sell TriHeart, Sentinel and a generic frontline
online. A flyer will be provided to you with
information on ordering these necessary
preventatives .
Flea/tick preventative – Your new dog was given
a bath on adoption day. Please start a flea and
tick preventative program within 5 days.
Sleeping schedule – Your new dog has been
sleeping in a crate. The kennel dogs go to bed
each evening between 8:30 and 9 pm in the
winter and 10:30 pm to 11 pm in the summer.
We open the kennel at 8 am in the winter and 7
am in the summer..

Leash walking – Your new dog has very little
experience with walking on a leash while here.
Please be patient with him. Practice will allow
him to learn this skill. We highly recommend
using a harness instead of collar to teach your
new companion leash walking. It is much more
comfortable for both of you.
House training and crate training – It takes 30
days to successfully implement good habits in
dogs and humans. In order to insure a smooth
transition for your new pet, we highly
recommend that you continue the crate training
that we have started. Crates provide your dog a
safe place, away from the hustle and bustle of
the household and a place to go to if life gets to
be too much. In addition, at many times in their
lives, pets must be crated for their own safety. A
dog who is comfortable in their crate will be
much happier during these times. Crates are
NOT cages. They are more like play pens or
cribs offering your pet a safe haven where they
can have toys and treats, nap and be safe from
the hazards our normal homes can offer.
We recommend that for the first 30 days, your
new companion is never out of your direct line of
sight unless they are safely tucked into their
crates. Dogs can not recognize reprimand after
the fact. They live in the moment and only learn
if you stop them from doing something wrong
when they are doing it. This especially applies
to house training. If you stop an accident from
happening, then redirect your dog to where you
want him to go, your chances of the dog learning
the lesson are much greater. If you can not be
watching your new dog, then we highly suggest
that he be in his crate.
Take your new dog out several times in the first
30 days. Suggested times are
1. First thing in the morning
2. Approximately 30 minutes after each
meal (and each meal should be eaten in
his crate)
3. At noon
4. Right before bed.
Take your new dog to the same spot in your
yard that you want to be the “potty stop” and
stand there with him until he is finished. During
the time that your new dog is urinating or
defecating where you want him to, tell him “good

dog” and say the phrase that you want him to
associate with urinating or defecating. We use
“do your business” but any words will do as long
as you are consistent and say them every time.
When your dog finishes, call him to you and give
him a treat. He will associate all of these things
together as good things (potty, get praise, go
straight to Mom, and get a treat) and it becomes
a pleasant experience for everyone. If you take
your dog out and he does not urinate or
defecate after 10 minutes, bring him back in and
put him back in his crate and try again in 30
minutes.
Remember that your new dog has not had
experience in pottying while on a leash at
Dreamweaver Farms. He will not understand at
first that you expect this. Be patient. Eventually
nature will take its course.
It is not unusual for a new dog to not potty for 24
to 36 hours after going to a new home. Don’t be
alarmed at this. If he goes 2 full days, then call
so we can discuss options and why this could be
happening.
Transitioning from our home to yours – The first
week is the most challenging and difficult for any
pet. Imagine you were dropped onto an island
paradise in the Pacific Ocean. It would be
beautiful but your chance of speaking the native
language is slight. You would not know how to
ask for the simplest things like water or the
bathroom. Your pet is in the same situation.
Your new pet doesn’t have a verbal language
but they have an extensive knowledge of body
language. For the first week, your new pet is
working hard trying to watch you and figure out
what you mean by what you do. Be consistent,
be patient and be kind and your pet will learn
what you want and quickly. And reach out for
help .We’re here for you.
Thank you! You’ve saved a life.

